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RON STARK 


Photography is essentially the art of capturing the fleeting instant, of 
fixing the telling image. But it may be more than that. The deliberateness of 
the painter may be drawn into the photographic process. Spontaneity may 
give way to arrangement, to the focusing upon elements basic in memory. 
In short, a photograph may evoke a known world and yet touch upon the 
mystery of reality, releasing in a series of overtones and echos a new sense of 
the thing seen. 

In Ron Stark’s photographs images of every day, the images of food and 
of the table, are rendered timeless. These cups and saucers, eggs and vegetables, 
so wittily revealed, so formally exposed, are a kind of notation in time, a 
steady bass against which our hectic lives are played. 

Stark’s photographic still lifes employ in photographic terms all the 
means that have served still life since its inception in painting centuries ago. 
Patterns, textures, the play of light upon objects, the interrelationships of 
natural and man-made forms, the arbitrary angles of vision, the bringing to 
the fore of particular constituents of the arrangement, the overallness of the 
visual experience — Ron Stark rings the changes upon all of these. 

The effect is varied. Some of the images startle, some amuse, some carry 
us by way of their subtle play of light and form into a reverie that reaches to 
the heart of the subject. Something has been called to our attention. We are 
observers, but we are also participants, in the sense that these objects have 
been drawn from our lives and have been rearranged to refresh our experience 
of them. 

The range and variety of feeling in these photographs is also notable. 
Some are reminiscent of the paintings of Old Masters, others have the crisp 
insistence of the best advertising art. They draw from us responses even as 
varied as the delights of the table. They are the stuff of every day and every 
day is magical. 


Gene Baro, Director 
The Corcoran Gallery of Art 


Cover: Still Life with Sandwich Fixings, 1972 



Still Life with Plucked Chicken, 1972 






































CHRONOLOGY 


Born on June 27, 1944. Received A.B. in English literature from New York 
State University, 1968. Worked with George Ward filming weekly TV series 
for Encyclopedias Americana , Britannica and Compton. Studied with Minor 
White in Denver, 1962-63. 

Taught 

Lecturer, University of Denver — Photography, Advanced Communications, 
Freshman English, 1962-64. 

Lecturer, State College at Oneonta, New York — Film Genre, Film Apprecia¬ 
tion and Production, Photography, Lithography, 1965-68. 

Faculty, Smithsonian Institution, Photography, 1969-present. 

Group Shows 

1965-68 Two exhibitions at State University College at Oneonta, New York 
1966 Exhibition at the University of Arizona 
1968 Exhibition at the University of Delaware 

1969-70 Exhibition at Mount Vernon Junior College, Washington, D.C. 
"The Craftsmen,” Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

1971 "New Member Show,” Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

Baltimore Museum of Art 

1972 International Graphics Biennial, Vienna, Austria 
"Photography Here and Now,” University of Maryland 
"Members Print and Drawing,” Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

1973 Phillips Gallery 


One-Man Shows 

1963-64 Exhibitions at University of Denver, Cafe Le Tarot and Vogue 
Gallery in Denver 

1965-68 Three exhibitions at State University College at Oneonta, New 
York 

1969-70 Two exhibitions at Mount Vernon Junior College, Washington, 
D.C. 

The National Cathedral, Washington, D.C. 

1971 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

1972 Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

1973 Keystone Junior College, Pennsylvania 



Still Life with Breakfast Tray, 1972 



Still Life with Watermelon, 1972 




CATALOGUE 


Note: Prints numbers 1-4 are unique. All others are limited editions of 20. 
FV and RC numbers refer to the artist’s negatives. 

All works are from the collection of the artist unless otherwise noted. 
Still Life with: 

1. Two Onions, (unique print), 1971 

2. Bread and Egg, (unique print), 1971, Lent by Alexandra Truitt 

3. Radio, (unique print), Lent anonymously, 1971 

4. Apples, (unique print), Collection of Martha Grosse, 1971 

5. Egg Slicer, 1971, FV-92 

6. Pancakes, 1971, FV-94 

7. Bowl of Peaches, 1971, FV-9 5 

8. Tomato, 1971, FV-99 

9. Grasshopper Corn, 1971, FV-100 

10. Pewter Service, 1971, FV-101 

11. Blueberries, 1971, FV-102 

12. Egg Beater, 1971, FV-103 

13. Corn Standing, 1971, FV-106 

14. Ice Cream Parlor, 1971, FV-108 

15. Cheeseburger, 1971, FV-110 

16. Egg Plastic, 1972, FV-114 

17. Sandwich, 1972, FV-118 

18. Coffee Cup, 1972, FV-119 

19. Pewter Table Setting, 1972,FV-120 

20. Cakes, 1972, FV-121 

21. Oysters, 1972, FV-122 

22. Martini, 1972, FV-124 

23. Banana, 1972, FV-126 

24. Herring and Crackers, 1971, FV-73 

25. Teabag, 1971, FV-75 

26. Making Bread, 1971, FV-79 

27. Box of Eggs, 1971, FV-81 

28. Three Tomatoes, 1970, FV-67 

29. Cambas Bottles, 1971, FV-78 

30. Four Apples, 1971, FV-86 

31. Onion in Glass, 1972, FV-125 

32. Fish, 1972, FV-113 

33. Cold Cuts, 1972, RC-1 

34. Egg Mirrored, 1972,RC-2 
3 5. Forks, 1972,RC-3 

36. Peas, 1972,RC-4 

37. EggShells, 1972, RC-5 

38. Seven Mushrooms, 1972, RC-6 

39. Cookie Counter, 1972, RC-7 

40. Rabbit, 1972,RC-8 

41. PieCrust, 1972, RC-9 

42. Dishrack, 1972, RC-10 

43. Table Setting, 1972, RC-11 

44. Breakfast Setting, 1972, RC-12 

45. Bacon and Eggs, 1972, RC-13 

46. V-8 Cans, 1972,RC-14 

47. White Fish Row, 1972, RC-16 

48. White Fish, 1972, RC-17 

49. Spaghetti, 1972, RC-18 

50. Grapefruit, 1972, RC-19 


51. Peach Pie, 1972, RC-20 

52. Vegetable Counter, 1972, RC-21 

53. Egg Slices, 1972, RC-22 

54. Cellophane Tomatoes, 1972,RC-23 
5 5. Eggs Under Towel, 1972, RC-24 

56. Bubble Gum, 1972, RC-25 

57. Watermelon, 1972, RC-27 

5 8. Sunny side Up 12, 1972, RC-2 8 

59. Glass Tops, 1972, RC-29 

60. Cabbage Leaf, 1972, RC-30 

61. Lemons, 1972, RC-31 

62. Cabbages, 1972, RC-33 

63. Sandwich Fixings, 1972, RC-34 

64. Eggs and Copper Pot, 1972, RC-3 5 

65. Sardines and Crackers, 1972, RC-36 

66. Tomato Slice, 1972, RC-37 

67. Bread and Peanut Butter, 1972, RC-38 

68. Corn on the Cob, 1972, RC-39 

69. Making Cheesecake, 1972, RC-40 

70. Coffee, Eggs and Muffins, 1972, RC-41 

71. Coffee, Eggs and Muffins Eaten, 1972, RC-42 

72. Sliced Onions, 1972, RC-43 

73. Steak and Celery, 1972, RC-44 

74. Plucked Chicken, 1972, RC-45 

75. EggShells, 1972, RC-46 

76. Scallions, 1972, RC-47 

77. Milk and Cookies, 1972, RC-48 

78. Silverware Drawer, 1972, RC-49 

79. Chicken Dinner with Wine, 1972,RC-50 

80. Chicken Dinner, 1972, RC-51 

81. Picnic, 1972, RC-52 

82. Hotel Breakfast, 1972, RC-53 

83. Dinner Party, 1972, RC-54 

84. CoffeePot, 1972, RC-5 5 

85. Breakfast Tray, 1972, RC-56 

86. Chicken and Peas, 1972, RC-57 

87. Orange Slices, 1972, RC-58 

88. Diced Celery, 1972, RC-59 

89. Cut Peppers, 1972, RC-60 

90. Cheese, 1972,RC-61 

91. Shredded Wheat, 1972, RC-62 

92. Ice Cream Sundae, 1972, RC-63 

93. Cracked Eggs, 1972, RC-64 

94. Teabag and Cup on Black, 1972, RC-65 

95. Cup of Tea, 1972, RC-66 

96. Meringue and Eggs, 1972, RC-67 

97. Mushrooms, 1972, RC-68 

98. Teabag on White, 1972, RC-69 

99. Store Corn, 1972, RC-70 

100. Grape Bag, 1972, RC-72 

101. Grapes, 1972,RC-73 












